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¢ Farmers.gov Feature Helps Producers Find Farm Loans that Fit Their
Operation

USDA Reminds Producers to File Crop Acreage
Reports

Agricultural producers who have not yet completed their crop
acreage reports after spring planting should make an
appointment with the Name County Farm Service Agency
(FSA) before the applicable deadline.

An acreage report documents a crop grown on a farm or

ranch and its intended uses. Filing an accurate and timely
acreage report for all crops and land uses, including failed
acreage and prevented planted acreage, can prevent the loss of benefits.

How to File a Report

The following acreage reporting dates are applicable for West Virginia:

July 15, 2022 All Crops and Perennial Forages

July 31,2022 Hemp

To file a crop acreage report, producers need to provide:

e Crop and crop type or variety.
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¢ Intended use of the crop.

¢ Number of acres of the crop.

¢ Map with approximate boundaries for the crop.

e Planting date(s).

e Planting pattern, when applicable.

e Producer shares.

e Irrigation practice(s).

e Acreage prevented from planting, when applicable.
e Other information as required.

Acreage Reporting Details

The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates:

e If the crop has not been planted by the acreage reporting date, then the acreage
must be reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.

e If a producer acquires additional acreage after the acreage reporting date, then
the acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendar days after purchase or
acquiring the lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county
office.

e If crops are covered by the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program,
acreage reports should be submitted by the applicable state, county, or crop-
specific reporting deadline or 15 calendar days before grazing or harvesting of the
crop begins.

Producers should also report crop acreage they intended to plant, but due to natural
disaster, were unable to because of a natural disaster.

Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form CCC-576, Notice of Loss, no later
than 15 calendar days after the final planting date as established by FSA and USDA’s
Risk Management Agency.

FSA offers continuous certification for perennial forage. This means after perennial forage
is reported once and the producer elects continuous certification, the certification remains



in effect until a change is made. Check with FSA at the local USDA Service Center for
more information on continuous certification.

New Option to View, Print and Label Maps on Farmers.gov

Producers with an eAuth account linked to their USDA customer record can now access
their FSA farm records, maps and common land units by logging into farmers.gov. A new
feature will allow producers to export field boundaries as shapefiles and import and view
other shapefiles, such as precision agriculture boundaries. This will allow producers to
view, print and label their own maps for acreage reporting purposes.

Producers who have authority to act on behalf of another customer as a grantee via form
FSA-211 Power of Attorney, Business Partner Signature Authority, along with other
signature types, or as a member of a business can now access information in the
farmers.gov portal.

Producers can learn how to use the farmers.gov Farm Records Mapping functionality with
this fact sheet and these video tutorials._

USDA Has Issued More Than $4 Billion in
Emergency Relief Program Payments to Date

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced that to date, F=ES
agricultural producers have already received more than $4
billion through the Emergency Relief Program (ERP),
representing approximately 67% of the more than $6 billion BT
projected to be paid through this first phase of the program.
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) mailed out pre-
filled applications in late May to producers with crop
insurance who suffered losses due to natural disasters in 2020 and 2021. Commaodity and
specialty crop producers have until July 22 to complete applications.

RELIEF PROGRAM

USDA is implementing ERP and ELRP in two phases, with the first phase utilizing existing
claim data to provide relief expediently, and the second phase focusing on ensuring
producers not covered by other programs receive assistance. For phase one, USDA used
crop insurance and Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) claim data.

Both ERP and the previously announced Emergency Livestock Relief Program (ELRP)
are funded by the Extending Government Funding and Delivering Emergency Assistance
Act, which President Biden signed into law in 2021. The law provided $10 billion to help
agricultural producers impacted by wildfires, droughts, hurricanes, winter storms and other
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eligible disasters experienced during calendar years 2020 and 2021, of which $750 million
is committed to livestock producers who experienced losses to drought or wildfire in
calendar year 2021. Eligible livestock producers received ELRP payments totaling more
than $590 million since the program was rolled out in late March.

Pre-Filled Applications

Eligible producers with eligible crop insurance claims have received pre-filled applications,
which included eligibility requirements and payment calculations. Producers received a
separate application form for each program year in which they experienced an eligible
loss.

Producers should check with the Farm Service Agency (FSA) at their local USDA Service
Center to confirm eligibility and to ensure that all required farm program participation,
adjusted gross income and conservation compliance forms are on file. Producers who
have previously participated in FSA programs likely have these required forms already on
file.

ERP provisions allow for a higher payment percentage for historically underserved
producers, including beginning, limited resource, socially disadvantaged and military
veteran producers. To qualify for the higher payment rate, individuals must have a Form
CCC-860, Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, Beginning and Veteran Farmer or
Rancher Cetrtification on file.

To receive a payment, producers must complete and submit their forms by the July 22
deadline. Once the completed ERP application for payment is submitted to and signed by
the FSA, producers enrolled in direct deposit should look for their payment within three
business days.

Additional Assistance through Phase One

FSA will be sending pre-filled applications for about 9,000 eligible producers with NAP
coverage in mid-July.

The Federal crop insurance data used to populate ERP phase one pre-filled applications
included claim data on file with USDA’s Risk Management Agency (RMA) as of May 2,
2022. At that time, claim data for the Supplemental Coverage Option (SCO), Enhanced
Coverage Option (ECO), Stacked Income Protection Plan (STAX), Margin Protection Plan
(MP) or Area Risk Protection Insurance (ARPI) were not complete, so crop/units including
these coverage options were not included in the pre-filled ERP application form. In late
summer 2022, updated claim information will be used to generate a second pre-filled
application for those crop/units with eligible losses on file with RMA not included in the first
mailing.
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More Information

ERP covers losses to crops, trees, bushes and vines due to a qualifying natural disaster
event in calendar years 2020 and 2021. Eligible crops include all crops for which crop
insurance or NAP coverage was available, except for crops intended for grazing.
Qualifying natural disaster events include wildfires, hurricanes, floods, derechos,
excessive heat, winter storms, freeze (including a polar vortex), smoke exposure,
excessive moisture, qualifying drought and related conditions.

All producers who receive ERP phase one payments are statutorily required to purchase
crop insurance or NAP coverage where crop insurance is not available for the next two
available crop years.

Producers should contact their local Service Center if they have questions. Additionally,
other resources include:

ERP fact sheet

ERP Webpage
“Top 6 Emergency Relief Program Checklist” blog on farmers.gov

May 16, 2022, news release

The second phase of both ERP and ELRP will be aimed at filling gaps and providing
assistance to producers who did not participate in or receive payments through the
existing programs that are being leveraged for phase one implementation. Through
proactive communication and outreach, USDA will keep producers and stakeholders
informed as program details are made available.

Farmers.gov Feature Helps Producers Find Farm
Loans that Fit Their Operation

Farmers and ranchers can use the Farm Loan Discovery
Tool on farmers.gov to find information on USDA farm loans
that may best fit their operations.

USDA's Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers a variety of loan
options to help farmers finance their operations. From
buying land to financing the purchase of equipment, FSA
loans can help.



https://www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/service-center-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2FFactSheets%2F2022%2Ffsa_erp_factsheet_2022_051222_final_v2.pdf%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C0657455b80764741f84908da62aa945b%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637930782028665984%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=aadDacRV9zI%2BU%2BkQ9Ry95Bqjw8t%2FWjCCOFO5FX6eACw%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Femergency-relief%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C0657455b80764741f84908da62aa945b%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637930782028665984%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Dlwi0HqhjMm%2BycbVbj1UCZbFjcTZ%2BA3OeaNNg53pFWc%3D&reserved=0
https://www.farmers.gov/blog/top-6-emergency-relief-program-checklist-items-eligible-farmers?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fnews-room%2Fnews-releases%2F2022%2Fusda-to-provide-approximately-6-billion-to-commodity-and-specialty-crop-producers-impacted-by-2020-and-2021-natural-disasters%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C0657455b80764741f84908da62aa945b%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637930782028665984%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2BWUWe2o%2Fi45S5mc6zxPRHox9qDGTQVKVNvGNawg5AcE%3D&reserved=0

USDA conducted field research in eight states, gathering input from farmers and FSA farm
loan staff to better understand their needs and challenges.

How the Tool Works

Farmers who are looking for financing options to operate a farm or buy land can answer a
few simple questions about what they are looking to fund and how much money they need
to borrow. After submitting their answers, farmers will receive information on farm loans
that best fit their specific needs. The loan application and additional resources also will be
provided.

Farmers can download application quick guides that outline what to expect from preparing
an application to receiving a loan decision. There are four guides that cover loans to
individuals, entities, and youth, as well as information on microloans. The guides include
general eligibility requirements and a list of required forms and documentation for each
type of loan. These guides can help farmers prepare before their first USDA service center
visit with a loan officer.

Farmers can access the Farm Loan Discovery Tool by visiting farmers.gov/fund and
clicking the “Start” button. Follow the prompts and answer five simple questions to receive
loan information that is applicable to your agricultural operation. The tool is built to run on
any modern browser like Chrome, Edge, Firefox, or the Safari browser, and is fully
functional on mobile devices. It does not work in Internet Explorer.

About Farmers.gov

In 2018, USDA unveiled farmers.gov, a dynamic, mobile-friendly public website combined
with an authenticated portal where farmers will be able to apply for programs, process
transactions, and manage accounts.

The Farm Loan Discovery Tool is one of many resources on farmers.gov to help connect
farmers to information that can help their operations. Earlier this year, USDA launched the
My Financial Information feature, which enables farmers to view their loan information,
history, payments, and alerts by logging into the website.

USDA is building farmers.gov for farmers, by farmers. In addition to the interactive farm
loan features, the site also offers a Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool. Farmers can visit
farmers.gov/recover/disaster-assistance-tool#step-1 to find disaster assistance programs
that can help their operation recover from natural disasters.
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